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and indirect consequences press us on all sides, is of
all speculations the most baseless. The natural con-
dition from which it starts is a simple figment of the
imagination. So far as any research into the nature
of primitive human society has any bearing on so mere
a dream, all inquiry has dissipated it. The process by
which Rousseau supposes communities of men to have
been formed, or by which at all events he wishes us to
assume that they were formed, is again a chimera.
No general assertion as to the way in which human
societies grew up is safe, but perhaps the safest of all
is that none of them were formed in the way imagined
by Rousseau. The true relation of some parts of the
theory to fact is very instructive. Some particles of
Rousseau's thought may be discovered in the mental
atmosphere of his time. " Natural law " and " na-
tural rights" are phrases properly belonging to a
theory not of politics, but of jurisprudence, which,
originating with the Roman jurisconsults, had a
great attraction for the lawyers of France. The
despotic sovereign of the " Contrat Social," the all-
powerful community, is an inverted copy of the King
of France invested with an authority claimed for him
by his courtiers and by the more courtly of his law-
yers, but denied to him by all the highest minds in
the country, and specially by the great luminaries of
the French Parliaments. The omnipotent democracy
is the King-Proprietor the lord of all men's fortunes